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Alan B, it-chair@wszf.org
The WSZF IT Workgroup continues to meet weekly via zoom (Mondays at 5:30pm Pacific). New

folks are welcome! Please let us know if you’d like to join, or stop by to check it out.
Email bmlt@wszf.org for the zoom information.

Summary

e We have a new mailing list for people who want to review and comment on potential
changes to the WSZF website. The website now includes an information page on the US
Collaboration of Zones for regions to use in gathering a group conscience on whether
and how WSZF wants to participate.

e The BMLT root server is mostly just chugging along; there was an issue with the
database that required restoring it from backup in February but all has been ok since.

e There is one new area on yap (the helpline system). We are currently testing a new
version of the yap software with a few volunteer service bodies, and will upgrade the
zone soon if all continues to work ok.

e NAWS is listing all virtual meetings on their website. Groups that want to opt out of
being listed there due to zoom bombing concerns can do so (see below for how).

e We will need to pay for website and server hosting this coming summer; we haven’t
incurred any of these expenses yet though.

Website Status

We have continued to add material the Service Material section of the wszf.org website,
primarily led by Tom K and Kia K. Per the discussion at the January Zonal Forum, there is now a
contact email for each of the items in the Service Material section.

There is also now an information page on the US Collaboration of Zones project
(https://wszf.org/zonal-forum/usa-na/). This page notes that WSZF is still deciding the extent to
which we want to participate in that project, and that the information on the current page is for
regions to use in gathering a group conscience. Since linking this page (even in its current form)
to the wszf.org website was controversial, we first put a version on a staging site, posted
information on it on loomio, and asked for comments before putting it on the actual website.
The only comment asked whether WSZF is calling the body something other than the US
Collaboration of Zones. Our understanding is that WSZF hasn’t decided yet. Note that this
decision would actually just be what WSZF’s input should be on what the name -- there are 7
other zones involved as well. The new service body itself uses various names -- its website URL
is https://usa-na.org, which suggests that the short name for it is USA-NA. On the home page
it's called "Narcotics Anonymous USA". Its guidelines are titled "US Collaboration of Zones
Guidelines", but in the first sentence it's called "US Zones of NA".




There was also a request to set up an email list for people who wanted to review and comment
on potential changes to the WSZF website. This is now set up (website-changes@wszf.org);
please send me a note if you want to be added. We send these notes to the

it-workgroup @wszf.org mailing list as well, so if you're already on the IT Workgroup list, no
need to add yourself to the new one.

Here is how we currently handle website changes. (This is of course open to revision if the body
wants it handled differently.) For straightforward changes to the website, we just make them
(examples would be adding a regional NA convention to the calendar, or updating the
information about how to get to the annual meeting from the airport). For additions to the
service material pages or similar changes that someone else should also look at, we first deploy
them on a staging site, request feedback, and then if there is consensus that the change is ok,
we put it on the regular website. Email about these changes goes to the new list
website-changes@wszf.org, and also to the IT Workgroup list it-workgroup@wszf.org. Finally, if
there is some change that is controversial, or seems like it might be controversial (for example,
having information on the US Collaboration of Zones webpage on the wszf.org website), we will
always post something on Loomio as well. Of course, we could always get surprised as to
whether something is controversial or not, so in any case feedback on the website contents is
always welcome.

BMLT and Yap

We support a BMLT root server and a yap server for all regions and areas in the zone that want
to use it. There is a detailed list of all the regions and areas in the zone using BMLT and yap at
https://wszf.org/zonal-bmlt/current-status/.

We discovered a problem with the data in our BMLT root server in early February, and needed
to restore the database from a backup copy for 1/21/2024 and manually re-add some changes.
(The problem was that some of the records of changes had gone missing — since the change
records aren’t something folks look at very often, we didn’t notice it immediately.) Everything
seems to be fine now, and there have been no other root server issues.

Yap changes since the last report: Central Washington Area has now moved to the zone’s yap
server. Santa Barbara Area has been experiencing a weird yap bug — for some reason, their
Twilio account wouldn’t work properly with yap. We never could figure out why this was
happening, but the problem disappears with the most recent version of yap (4.3.0). The 4.3
series includes some significant software changes and we ended up assisting quite a bit with
debugging, with a couple of trial upgrades and rollbacks. To avoid continuing to pester all of the
zone’s yap users with this testing, we currently have a beta site that is being used by a few
volunteer service bodies for two weeks. If all continues to go well with this new version, we will
upgrade the whole zone soon. (With most software, it’s easier to dawdle on upgrading and let
other users uncover the problems with new versions. We didn’t do that here due to the issues
with Santa Barbara Area — plus it’s NA software rather than from some random company, and



our zone is as well equipped as any to manage the testing.) The new yap version does have
some nice additions as well — for example, you can override the default pronunciations when
needed, so when reading meeting locations it now pronounces Sequim and Yakima correctly.

NAWS Meeting Finder

NAWS is no longer maintaining its own database of all NA meetings worldwide, and instead
provides a Meeting Finder on the na.org website that links to area and regional sites
(https://www.na.org/?|D=meeting-search-1). However, they still have a list of all the virtual
meetings worldwide. Unfortunately, the easily searchable and clickable list of virtual meetings
may be increasing the number of zoom bombers. (At least this was the experience of many
with being listed on virtual-na.org.) Groups that want to opt out of being listed on the na.org
website, and just be listed on their area or regional site, can do so by following these directions:
https://bmlt.app/how-to-opt-out-of-listing-meetings-on-virtual-na-org/

Budget

Our current website and server hosting expires in August. At the January meeting, the body
voted to allocate up to $1065.63 to renew the website hosting or move to a new server, plus
pay for extras such as the domain name. None of these expenses have come due yet; so more
on this at our July and October meetings.



